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Columbus Day
There will be mingled and novel

emotions for our Americans of Ital¬
ian blood on this, their day. it finds'
them in a strange situation with re¬

lation to their old country and their
new.

Officially, the government of the
' United States, or at least tiiat branch
of it which' controls our foreign poli¬
cies in the firs! instance, lias set its
face against a project of redemption
dear beyond price to Italian hearts.
Président Wilson convinced himself
that the Italian city of Fiume should
be reserved from Italy and held open
as a port for the southern Slavs.
When the controversy began many

Americans had never heard of
Fiume. Tiny were willing to take
the word of our representative on
the spot. But time soon brought
doubts.
We have a deep and loyal friend¬

ship with the Italian people. They
have sent us ;i stream of citizenship,
energetic, ambitious, quick to learn,
rich in native courtesy and imagina-
tion. As we know the Italian race-
here we know it at home. The more
cie/irly the solidarity of Italian sen¬
timent with regard to Fiume has
been demonstrated th«- more loath
we have been to condemn its hones.
Coinoidentally, we have experienced

a new revival of nationalism in our
own America. That vague interna-
tionaiism which dreamed of a super¬
state last winter has gone into the
shadows.

So while America's knowledge of
the Adriatic problem is still imper¬
fect, our attitude has changed. We
stress for Italy, as for ourselves, a

sturdy, secure nationalism lirst of
alL We sympathize with her dream
of security and wc understand her
vision of greatness.

Europe's Latest Wars
War is spreading again in Eastern

Europe. A few days ago General
Petlura, the anti-Bolshevist leader
in the Ukraine, opened hostilities
against General Denikin's R issian
volunteer army. Now a Russian
volunteer organisation in the Baltic
provinces, backed by German troops
¦which General von der Goltz for¬
merly commanded, has attacked the
Letts and captured Riga. Lénine is
li cky. Enemies whom he had to
face on the northwestern front and
on the southern and southwestern
iront are now fighting each other.

This situation irrows out of the
chaos in the Ru-sian western bor¬
derlands which the peace conference
hi s so far made little effort to over-
corr.e The peace treaty with Ger¬
many created an independent Polish
«state, with boundaries defined on the
west and left undefined on the east.
But the Baltic States and the
Ukraine, receiving no territorial ac¬
cessions from Germany, except the
port of Memel (which is to be held
in trust for a time l«y the Allie«!
powers), have been allowed to re
tain their anomalous revolutionary
status. The treaty of Brest-LitoV.sk,
separating them from Russia and
attaching them to Germany, has
been annulled. Yet they have neither
been retransferred to Russia nor
recognized as separate political
units.
The Ukraine is jealous of its

quasi-independence. The Ukraine
nationalists, un«l«-r Petlura, fire
lighting Denikin because they fear
that a restored nationalistic govern¬
ment in Moscow will seek to reunite
the scattered portions of the old em¬
pire, except Poland and Finland.
The Esthonians, Livonians and
Letts have the Bame feeling of in-
ecurity. They successfully resisted

the Bolshevist penetration. Hut they
dread the triumph of the anti-Bol-
hevist movement in Russia.
In the Baltic provinces there is an

added peril. German troops were
left there under the armistice term»
as a safeguard against Bolshevist
invasion. These troops have become
practically coloni*«-* in Courland
and have been ostensibly dischargedfrom the German service. The Ger¬
man landlord party in Courland, al¬
ways a great power there, is plan¬ning a restoration of pre-war Condi*
tions. It would rather make term-,
with an snti'Bolshevist Russian gov-
emment than with the native sepa¬
ratist government« now in existence
on paper. Von der Goltz's veterans,
jreinforced by German volunteers,

are the only effective military power
in the Baltic region. Though the
Ebeït régime disowns them publicly,
it is undoubtedly giving them en¬

couragement in their efforts to take
over the local governments. Colonel
Avoloff-Bermondt, nominally repre¬
senting the Russian anti-Bolshe¬
vists, has proclaimed himself Gov¬
ernor General of Lettonia and as-

sumed command of the forces which
are trying to overthrow the existing
Lettish order. Thus, the revolution
which aims at a revival of German
control, is camouflaged as a diver¬
sion on the Baltic front helpful to
Denikin and Kolchak.
The ease with which Riga was

captured shows how powerful the
new military combination is. Von
dor Goltz's troop.*- could probably
overrun the Baltic provinces and
<(j'\ze Petrograd if they were not in¬
terfered with by the peace confer¬
ence. And the latter can interfere
only in a roundabout way, through
pressure on Berlin, since it has
chosen to pursue the mistaken pol-
icy of disbanding the Allied armies
and relying exclusively on moral
and economic means to sustain its
authority.
The drafting of the German,

treaty didn't impose peace on Eu¬
rope. Peace exists as *,ct only in a

relative sense. Eastern, and south
central Europe are still in a state
of war. and the ability of the confer¬
ence to enforce its decisions in those
regions has almost reached the van¬

ishing point.
Without military power the coun¬

cil. at Paris can do little or nothing.
Some of its most difficult work is
still ahead of it. It must regret the
serious blunder of Allied demobiliza¬
tion while European pacification
v.*:-. only half achieved.

Amendments After Signing
Those who favor unconditional

ratification of the treaty always re¬

sort in the last extremity to the same,

argument. That is, that though the
defects of the covenant may be nu¬

merous and patent, they can all be
cured after the league becomes a go¬
ing concern by the process of amend¬
ment.

Said The Globe the other day:*
"Article XXVI of the covenant pro¬

vides that 'amendments to thin cove¬
nant will take tfi'cct when ratified by,
the members of the league whose rep¬
resentatives compose the council nnd
by a majority of the members of the
league whose representatives compose
the assembly.' This provision leaves
the door open for an indefinite amount
of alteration in the league's consti¬
tution a;* and if experience shows
that 6U«"h alteration is desirable."
To what extent will amendment be

practicable under this provision?
What is the process of amendment?
Article XXVI doesn't say that the
council may amend by a unanimous
vote and the assembly by a majority
vote. The modifications must be
made by the member states, pre-
sumably by the same process by
which the treaty was ratified. That
involves with many of the nations
or'near nations concerned not only
approval by the executive, but con¬

currence by one or both branches of
the legislative department. Any
amendment, for instance, accepted
by the United States would have to
obtain a two-thirds majority in the
Senate.
How would the United States fare

in controversial matters like the re¬

tention of freedom of action with
regard to immigration, or the safe¬
guarding of the Monroe Doctrine, or
the right to construe moral obliga¬
tions arising under Article X, if we
were to accept the covenant as it
stands and seek to have it amended
later? At present our single voice
is sufficient to secure us the guar¬
antees which we ask. After joining
the league we should have to win
the approval of the eight other gov¬
ernments represented in the council
and ¡x majority of the governments
represented in the assembly. We
would exchange a certainty for a
precarious dependence on the com-
daisance of other nations.

Cutting Our Aerial Hobbles
Tin* great transcontinental aerial

derby just end^d illustrates, first,
that aerial transportation has made
marvellous progress, and, second,
that much remains to be done to
muke its further satisfactory devel¬
opment in this country possible. Il
ia appropriate, therefore, that Con¬
gress -should have before it at this
time a new measure for the ad¬
vancement of our air service. This
bill attempts, by establishing a na¬
tional Department of Aeronautics,
to bring order out of the chaos into
which American aeronautics have
fallen since the armistice. Since No¬
vember 11 lust American aviation
has been entangled in the red tapeof controversy to such an extent
that its lusty young breath has been
almost extinguished. Two measures
have been before Congres«, one in¬
troduced by Senator New, of Indi¬
ana, the other by Representative
Curry, of California. Without going
too deeply into the merits or de¬
merits, of either measure, it mipht be
said that tin* Senator New bill placed
too heavy an emphasis on other
than the military uses of aviation,
Und also directed the appointment of
.. Director of Aeronautics at the
meagre salary of SK',000 a year,
while the Curry bill was declared,by
its opponents to ban too heavily
upon the military side.

All these differences are declared

now to be happih* ironed out and the
good points of both measures com¬

bined in what is now referred to as

the United bill.
The salient point of this bill is

that it provides for the establish-1
ment of a Department of Aeronau-1
tics under a director who shall not
be a member of the Cabinet, but who
shall be responsible directly to the
President. The clause limiting the
salary of this man to $6,000 a year
is wisely eliminated. Under the
United bill the Director of Aero-
nautics will be charged with the es-

tablishment at once of a separate air
force for the defence of the nation.
It requires him to formulate regula¬
tions for dying and it directs him to
cooperate at once with municipalities
and other public, agencies in provid¬
ing landing fields.

If this measure becomes a law it
will make certain the proper devel¬
opment of aviation along both mili¬
tary and civil lines. It is said to
have the support of both Republican
nnd Democratic leaders. It is to be
hoped that this is true.

Humanity First
The Rockefellers have contributed

$75,000 to the United Building Fund
of the Federated Jewish Charities.
At the beginning of the campaign
'or .$10,000,000 to provide means for
improvements sorely needed by thir¬
ty-one charitable institutions the
plan was to call only upon the Jews
of the city.
But happily there are many who

believe that charity knows no creed.,
John D. Rockefeller, jr., asked that
his .father nnd he be allowed to help.
"Since Jews and Christians alike are

admitted to practically all of the in-
stitutions involved," Mr. Rockefeller
wrote to Colonel Guinzburg, chair¬
man of the campaign committee,
"my father and I would count it a

privilege to be permitted to partici¬
pate with our Jewish fellow-citizens
in the present enterprise.''
The offer was accepted. As Colonel

Guinzburg wrote in reply: "Social
service is the common ground upon
which Jew and Gentile may gather
and work together; humanity's bet¬
terment, is the meeting ground of all
races and creeds."

Canada's New Status
Sir Robert Borden, the Canadian

Premier, was a delegate to the peace
conference and took a highly impor¬
tant part in its deliberations. He
has just contributed to The Neiv
York San an article defining Can¬
ada's status in the league of nations
and her changed relationship to the
British Empire growing out of her
league membership.

Premier Borden holds that Can¬
ada achieved real nationality through
the war. She didn't declare war on

Germany, being carried into the
struggle automatically by the action
of the British government. But
Canada's peace delegates went to
Europe last winter determined that
she should be recognized as a signa¬
tory of the peace treaty in her own

right. Sir Robert began by persuad¬
ing the British government to ac¬

cord distinctive representation to the
five principal British dominions, col¬
onies and dependencies, and to per¬
mit their delegates to serve from
time to time among the five directly
accredited to the <**pnferencc from
the British Empire.

That was the opening wedge.
France nnd Italy were sounded out,
and they agreed in principle to the
suggestion that the five British do¬
minions, colonies and dependencies
should be put on the same footing in
the conference as the minor Allied
powers. In the Council of Ten at
Paris opposition was made to the ap¬
parent multiple representation of the
British Empire. It came, presumably,
from the United States. But the
British delegates stood firm and car¬
ried their point.
Having been admitted to the con¬

ference as separate units, the five
imperial subdivisions next claimed
the privilege of signing the treaty
on their own account. Sir Robert
submitted the proposition that the
assent of the King to the German
treaty should be signified, in respect
to the various dominions, by the sig¬
nature of Dominion plenipotentiaries.
This was agreed to. It constituted a

striking departure in British prac¬
tice. As the Canadian Premier
says: "The dominions appear there¬
in as signatories, and their concur¬
rence in the treaties is thus given in
the same manner as that of other
nations."

At first the conference didn't seem

ready to accept all the implications
of the new status conferred on the
British dominions, colonies and de¬
pendencies. But in the completed
draft of the covenant their full mem¬
bership in the society of nations was

conceded. The text of the compact,
justifies Premier Borden's conclu¬
sion: "They [the imperial units]
are to become members as signa-
tories of the treaty, and the terms
of the document make no distinction
between them und other signatory
members."
The imperial units have ratified

the treaty, each of its own volition.
And Sir Robert holds that each of
the. units must hereafter "have its
voice as to tho.se external relations
which involve the issue of peace or
of war." If this is so what becomes
of President Wilson's contention that
the British Umpire is still a "singlo
diplomatic unit," and that none of the

dominions, colonies and dependencies
which are members of the league '

can have an international difference
with any other member?
Premier Borden regards Canada

as a nation and the Britannic com-
monwealth as itself a smaller league
of nations within the larger league,
This view is absolutely at variance!
with the explanations which the
President made to the Senate Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations on

August 19 last. The contradiction
is so radical as to make it dangerous
to accept the covenant without a

definite understanding on this point.
The American public would be

glad to see Canada enter the league
as a separate nation if that is Can-
ada's preference. Is she or is she
not already a separate nation? That
is a question to which no interpreter
of the covenant at Washington has
yet been able to give a satisfactory
answer.

____

The Tragedy of the Mark
One way of summing up Ger¬

many's losses in the late war is to

say that the Kaiser's folly cost the
Fatherland 80 pfennigs on the. mark.
Before the war the mark con-

tained 100 pfennigs; to-day it is
worth about 20. A statistical table
published in the Vossische Zeitung,
showing the fluctuation of the mark's
value during the lust five years,
might be called the chart of Ger-1
many'.-! defeat. One hundred Swiss
francs converted at the Berlin Roerse
into German money as follows:

Marks.
Julv 30, 191-i. 81.45
January 2, 1915. 87.25
January 29, 1916. 104.75
October 29, 1917. 157.50
April 1, 1918. 112.75
July 31, 1918. 151.00
December 81, 1918. 173.50
June 30, 1919. 250,00
July 31, 1919. 298.00
August 23, 1919. 377.00
The ups and downs recorded in

the above table signify the ups and
downs of warfare; the low point'
registered in October, 1917, was the
effect, then first fully realized, of
America's entrance into the war.

The rise of April 1, 1918, signified
the hopes aroused by Brest-Litovsk
and the March offensive; the depth
reached by the end of July their
failure. The braggadocio of the
General Staff may have fooled the
German public; the exchange knew
better.
Herr Georg Münch's commentary

on the above figures shows that even

a German journalist is capable, if
hard pressed, of learning by expe-
rience. Referring to America's en-

trance into the war, he says: "How¬
ever low our estimate of the mili-
tary significance of that event be, its
economic effect, at any rate, was
considerable. America had sup-
ported us by manifold credit grants,
above all by taking over securities
in our possession; up to her bellig¬
erency we knew a considerable por¬
tion of our national wealth.ships,
factories, commodities and cash.to
be safe within her territory from
hostile infringement. Her entry into
the war changed all that with a sin¬
gle blow."

This is an excellent statement of
the situation.as a prophesy, how-1
ever, it has the disadvantage of be¬
ing of the post factttm variety. Alas!
in 1915-'16 the Vonsische Zeitung
was one of the most frantic sup-
porters of unrestricted submarine,
warfare and contributed to no mean
extent, through her Tirpitzian prop-
aganda, to the success of the policy
which culminated In making Amer-
ica one of the Allies in fact if not
in name.

Typically German is Herr Münch's
wailing that "the honest help which
so many Germans had expected
from America".after the conclu¬
sion of peace, that is.did not real¬
ize. Just imagine: "Even what we
Germans receive from her in the way
of food supplies is inadequate and
has to l>e paid for by transferring
to her our last reserves of foreign
securities." That America insists
on being paid for provisions seems
to Herr Münch the acme of selfish¬
ness, as does the fact that American
financiers do not rush to bolster up
the German exchange.
The only solution for Germany's

economic difficulties, Herr Münch
concludes, lies in the East.in re¬

opening trade with Russia as soon
as possible. Among other reasons, he
points out that however low mark
exchange is in Western countries,
with that of the ruble it still com¬
pares favorably. Surely a slender
solace.

t

In Our Town
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: May I express my »appreciation
for the continued excellence of your
fonture pe.go, "In Our Town." I have
been enjoying its weekly appearance
immensely.
As an ex-East Sider I have been

especially impressed with the articles
on that section. These sketches seem
to show a keen senso of observation
and a vivid manner of noting the im-
prouslon«. I trust I can look forward
to more of the same and the other
bright-witted .-.rucies on Gotham.

(Mrs.) EVA WEINSTEIN.
Bayonno, N. J., Oct. «, 1910.

No
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Will you kindly advise if tho
Customs are correct in valuing tho
pound sterling at. $4.86 in collecting
duty on packages from London by par¬
cel post? SUBSCRIBER.
Now York, Oct. 10, 1919.

The Conning Tower
There I* No Ni*ht

There is no night, no stretch of dreadful dark,
Where Love elects hin shining house to buüd.
Where Love builds not nor steers his radiant

barque,
Koch hour U lustrum-long and shadow-filled.

Where Love's glad song so duketly is trilled
'Tis always morning.morning and the la*"à '.
Day is unending and all dolors stilled,
There is no night, no stretch of dreadful dark.

No valleys tenebrous, 6teppes white and stark.
Are l'ound in this fair country, roHy hilled;
That garden land lit by his splendent spark,
Where Love elects his shining house to build.

The fields lie bare, unfertile and untUled ;
The brook might laugh, yet none would bid

you ¡lark!
So Are all heart*-* self-centred and so chilled
Where Lova hnild-i not nor steers his radiant

barque.

Hate, e'en as Death, loves well a shining
mark ;

That may be dimmed, its substance haply
killed ;

And ere Love strips the victim of his sark
Each hour is luatruinAong und shadow-filled.

. . . * ?

Where Love is nut, Life stumbles on un-

thrilled,
NTTgoaT in sight, of Hope no blazing are ;
Hut where Ixne reign«, or any of his guild.
Light conquers Fear and soul-corroding cark,
There is no night!

KnwARr» W. TU»n asp..

The women are going to ask "Why
Murphy?" over the telephone a billion;
times before Election Day. And whoa,
ladies, you get Murray Hill 000 don't
say wo didn't warn you.

The viewpoint, once one is out of the
army, changes. We never now see men-

tion of Major General Harbord, f'rinst,
.without thinking of him us the general
whom R. Norria Williams was aid to.

Political candor by Candidate Harry
E. Lewis: "His watchword is retrench¬
ment in expenses without effecting effl-

ciency in service."

j! Gotham Gleanings h-

.Stri' ing is the order of the day.

.Never a prettier da}- than
Wednesday in these environs.
.Dave Lawrence lias accepted a

job with Ralph Pulitzer.
.Bill McAndrew is out in Califor-.

nia for a month or so.

.H. O. Davis, Eddie Bok's suc¬

cessor, was in town yesterday shop-
ping.
.Jack Drinkwatcr and wife dined

with Ferris Crecnslet of Boston
Thurs. eve'g.
.Geo. Lorimcr is writing double-

leaded editorials for the Sat. Eve'g.
Post these days.
.Franklin A. Benchley is think¬

ing of changing his name to Richard
Parsons Benchley.
.Irv Cobb. 11. !.. Wilson, Bill

McGeehan and others arc up in
Canada hunting ....¡nose, etc.
.Ye cd. is installed in an apart¬

ment again, and anybody who has
any books of ours is at liberty to
return same.

.The annual meeting of the
Beach «Haven Farm Association
will be held next Saturday and
Sunday at Charley Beck's small
cottage, Beach Haven, N. J.
.Chuck Towne and Austin Story

are going to Hartford to-day to hear:
the opera they wrote to the music
of Offenbach, a German who died
before the war.

.Doc Jim Burgess, Cirant Rice,
Jack Masters, Ted Liebler and Joe
Wise are those we remember to
have bet with on the ball games.
Others will please dun us.

Life in a newspaper office is one

compliment after another. "You look
ho funny when you think," observed
the blandishing Miss Harrictte Underbill
as she passed the given point known
as our desk late yesterday afternoon.

"It's a wee bit of a room, as to length
and breadth," treacles the Santa Bar¬
bara, Cal., Press, "and quite large in
its other dimensions." Quite large, one

gathers, in thickness and the fourth di¬
mension.

".""¡leaking, as you were," writes H. S.,
"of your detestation of inaccurate de¬
tail, the Hotel Emerson, Baltimore, ad¬
vertises 'Laundry received before 0 a. m.

returned after b' p. rn.' And what inter¬
ests me, far more than what your Lord
Woodrow has read to him, is just how
much after."

There was a timo when it was con¬

ceivable to wonder what a paperhanger
thought about, but the chances are now

that his mind is occupied largely with
the pleasant contemplation of how much
he is being paid for what he is doing.
A week from to-day will be the 24th

birthday of Morrie, the industrious but
gifted contrib. In accordance with a

promise made a long time ago, his birth-
day present will bo the privilege of writ-
ing the whole Tower. Now is the time to
subscribe.

Widow, twenty, wishes position as

cook or housekeeper on a ranch, cattle
ranch preferred, for bachelor or widow,
Have two children. Those with evil in¬
tentions need not apply. Write the
Martha, 18 N. 27th, St. Billings, Mont.
Sheridan, Wyo., Post.
Many n, short story ban been written

from u less promising nucleus.
_

This is Columbus Day, on which we
discover ourself in a narrower column.
Now some might think this equivalent
to a raise in salary, but we scorn such
gifts. In order not to give short weight,
and especially not to crowd out the
contribs, much of the column horeafter
will be set in smaller type, and unleaded,

Corpulence and «are, the doctora say,
are comrades. But not so with The Con¬
ning Tower.

The older it gota, thu slenderer.
P. P. A.

The Week Abroad
New York Tribune Foreign Press Bureau

Lénine has arrested Trotzky and
Trotzky has arrested Lénine. If the
situation in Soviet Russia appeared
somewhat obscure during the last few
months or so, the above bit of infor¬
mation, conveyed as a rumor in r Co-,
penhagen cable, hardly clears it up to
any considerable extent. It would
seem, however, that the continuous
successes of the anti-Bolshevik forces,
especially those of General Denikine's
volunteer army, are promoting the fer¬
ment of dissatisfaction in the territory
ruled by the Reds. According to ad¬
vices said to have been received at the
State Department in Washington, gen¬
eral discontent at Moscow has ripened
into rather emphatic utterance in the
form of a bomb which on September 25
last was hurled into a hall of the
Kremlin and killed ten persons, mostly
prominent Bolsheviks. ''Bloody Jake-'
Peters, the renowned head of the ter¬
rorist department of Lenine's Cabinet,
is said to be among the victims.
The Pole3 have taken Dvinsk, one of

the most important fortresses in
Northwestern Russia. This report and
another telling about Denikine's ad¬
vance toward Orel, on the Moscow
road, sent Russian stocks soaring on

the Paris exchange, where the pre¬
vailing sentiment might be summed up
in the phrase "Getting the Lénine boys
out of the Kremlin by Christmas." To
further this end the French govern¬
ment has assigned General Mangin,
late commander of the Eighth Army,
to be adviser to General Denikine. The
British are already represented there
by General Holmun, plus a fw million
dollars' worth of tanks, cannon, mu¬

nitions and other equipment.

Pr. Ilarol'l Williams, the scholarly
British correspondent, writes from
Kostov-on-thc-Don, one of Denikine's
principal bases, about the growing un¬

rest in Transcaucasia. It should be
explained here that the collapse of the
Russian Empire has called into being
four states in tho Caucasian territory

that of the Kuban Cossacks, now co¬

operating with Denikine; then Georgia;
Azerbaijan, a republic populated main¬
ly by Mahometan Tartars and Circas¬
sians, and finally Armenia. A formal
alliance has been concluded between
Georgia and Azerbaijan, whose govern¬
ments, Dr. Williams states, "are afraid
of Bolshevism, but apparently »till
more afraid of the growing power oi
Denikine's volunteer army." Th«
reason may be that while Moscow
is a few thousand miles away
Denikine's forces are only too close at
hand, with intentions manifest from
their occupation of a broad strip oi
Georgian territory, whose evacuation
by the Georgians had been ordered bj
the British command. There were late¬
ly indications that the Allies are try¬
ing a new line in Russia by supporting
the independent nationalist "frinp-e
states." Ho that as it may, in th«.
Baltic region, in the south and south¬
east the tendency seems to be to bad«
Denikine and his plan of reuniting the
Russian Empire as against Ukrainian:
and Caucasians. but even in the
northwest the Letts and Esths, im¬
placable foes of Bolshevist imperial¬
ism as they are, view with alarm the
movements of the Lianozov governmen'
at Pskov, with General Yudenitch. o!

pre-war pogrom fame, in charge of it!
mercenary army.

. >* ^

Meanwhile the continued presence of
von der Goltz's Balto-German army it
Lettonia is, in a sense, the joke of th«.
entire Russia situation a grim joke
to be sure, on the «inf'ortunate Letts
whose judgment on the comparative
merits of Czarism and Germanism ha.1

been condensed into the proverb: "Bet-
ter tho rough fist of a Cossack than jthe gloved hand of a Bait." The Allied
threat to reinstate the blockade against
Germany unless the German govern-
ment effects the immediate withdrawal
of the Baltic army was duly relayed
from Berlin to von der Goltz, on whom,
however, it does not appear to have
made much of an impression. The
Berlin press, as usual, reports his re-

tirement.but it is just as likely as not
that this retirement is toward the east
instead of the west. The latest stunt
of the resourceful von der Goltz, as

reported through Geneva, seems to be
dressing up 1.is soldiers in Russian
uniforms.which, if consistently car¬
ried out, might result, in a fashion, in
the disappearance of the German
troops from the Baltic land.

«s * *

The British rail strike ended in the
native British man-ier, that is, by a

compromise, which brought back to
work by last Tuesday 600 000 striking
railway men. The government has fixed
a minimum wage, only at a level lower
than was demanded. Of course, this
settlement, however welcome, docs not
mean the end of Lloyd George's labor
worries, for no sooner did Mr. H. J.
Tiiomas, the railway men's secretary.
leave the Treasury building by one
door, with the rail compromise in his
pocket, than he returned by another
as head of a joint delegation of the
British Trades Union Congress and
the Miners' Federation. I i this qual¬
ity he, ably seconded by Mr. Smillie,
handed over a petition demanding the
nationalization of coal mines. The
London press describes the. situation as

utterly menacing.
* * *

The dictator d'Annunzio is still dic¬
tating at Fiume. Among other things,
he dictated a proclamation to the Croa¬
tian residents calling on them to join
the Italian garrison in resisting for¬
eign interference in what i* merely a

domestic unpleasantness. There is not
much change in the situation. The re-

port that tho United States has issued
a threat to Italy was denied at Wash¬
ington.

* t- ¡ti

Apartment troub'es «re not restrict¬
ed to Manhattan cliff dwellers. Accord¬
ing to reports from Arae.'ongtn the
well known inhabitant of the Bentinck
mansion there is preparing to move
He will settle down at Doom, where s

comfortable little chateau is being puf
in shape for him. The villagers ol
Amerongen may not consider them¬
selves losers in the transaction, but
the real estate speculators at Doorr
certainly feel like winners.they ha vu

boosted their prices 100 per cent since
the Kaiser's numerous suite is looking
around for accommodations.

a * *

National prohibition has been en
acted in Norway- to be sure, a tarn«
variety of the article, since the sal«
of beers and wines including cham-
pagnes, will not be interfered with
According to the cables, "the law gov
erning prohibition in the United Statei
figured in the campaign to a considera
ble extent"; it is not stated, however
on which side. If toic attitude of the
British press towavd this partícula
American issue may serve as indicativ«
of general European sentiment, we ma;
assume that tho American experimen
was exploited n Norway by the antii
rather than the other side. The Lon
don newspapers are constantly print
ing stories abemt "crime waves" 1:
New York and other American cities
carefully appending the explanatio:
that the increase of delinquency shoub
be blamed on prohibition.

"Ding "

(¡¦'rom an editorial ill The Berkshire. Evening
Hagle, of Pittsfield. Mass.)

"jtJ'AYBE you never heard of Ding. If
you never have, your life is in¬

complete. He is the chap who draws
those inimitable cartoons that dav by
day appear on the front page of the
New York Tribune. Tribune fans do
not consider that, their day is started
right unless they have "laughed with
Ding."
Perhaps wo should qualify this by

saying "some Tribune readers." Rome
are opposed to Ding. Not that he is
not clever, not that he does not see the
fun in all this seriousness, not that he
can't laugh at himself occasionally, not
that he is unable to forge into a posi¬
tion where he can take people lesa
seriously than they take themselves.
no, no; not that, not that.
A reader discovered the other day

that he was not always in harmony
with the editorial policy of his paper.
He said that Ding on the first page
destroyed the effect of that which was
published on the fourth pai.re. Then a

flood of letters came. As is usual with
letters to the press, the sentiments
they expressed were about equally
divided pro and con. In one of them
the. editor was censured for encourag¬
ing Ding in his incorrigible cartoon
ways. E. S. Martin, editor of "Life,"
took a contrary view. Said he;

"I read in your paper this morn¬

ing complaints because Ding's pict¬
ures wore not consistent with the
political basis of your paper.
"So much the better, I should

say; but, anyhow, please don't let
any one disturb Mr. Ding. I hear
that in private life his name is
Darling. He is one. Even if his pict¬
ures were consistent with your
politics, I think I should like them,
for they might still be funny. Mr.
Ping makes for mirth, whatever
his consistency or whatever his
politics. He cannot b * spared.
Please guard him from molestation."
Political evolution in this country-

has brought many curious changes,
Years ago we had a school which de¬
manded of its newspaper only one side.
It did not care to read any of the oppo¬
sition arguments. It wanted its polities
straight and undiluted. It based all its
argumenta on what it read 1n its "party
paper," and in consequence found it¬
self grovelling in the «and when It eii-

f

countered a foe that had perused other
contentions. To-day a newspaper is
required to give all the news and the
truth about it. Whatever it may say
on its editorial page, its news columns
must carry the news, intelligently, im¬
partially, just as it has happened, leav¬
ing the individual reader to draw his
own conclusions, form his own opin¬
ions, helped, it may be, by the con¬

scientious, though often unconscious,
partisan bias of the editor. It is in¬
evitable that in some instances now

and then there should be departure
from this rule, but it holds good in
most cases. A reporter who ¡jets a

"corking good interview*' with a celeb¬
rity is inclined, being only human, to
give him the benefit of the eloubt.

Roosevelt used to talk of "weasel
words," words that sucked from words
that preceded them their original
meaning. Obviously not everything
that appears in a newspaper reflects
the sentiments of the editor. He has
a page on which to present those. A
Republican newspaper, publishing a
statement by Candidate Long, for ex¬

ample, might not necessarily indorse
his views. Bushnell'a cartoons do not
always limn the opinions of the news-
papers in which they appear. The na¬
tional editorial servie;-, in which men
of nil shades of political opinion have
a chance to air their views, are not al¬
ways the sentiments of the news¬
papers in which thev appear. Some
publications like "Life," which detest
consistency, contain paragraphs ir
the same issue that neutralize eacl
other. That gives them charm.

If The Tribune put3 the soft peda
on Ding it will make a grave mis
take. We have enough of tho broke»
spirit in this country, enough of met
who have stifled their souls, thei
thoughts, their longings and desires
in the machine, and produce nothinj
but namby-pamby mental pap that nau
seates the intellectuals. The Tribun«
is a better newspaper because of Hin?
Let its first page continue to spark).
amidst the daily stories of the evi
that men do and their inane stupiditie?

Ironically
(From The Buffalo l-'xprm»)

If the old lady who lived in the sho
was a New Yorker she probably woul
be evicted.

"The Easiest Way"
(From Tho Detroit Journal)

Many men would rathur loaf for
J principle than work for It.

Books

By Heywood Broun

IN READING Lawrence F. Abbotf-
"Impressions of Theodore Roose.
velt" (.Doubleday-Page) we wcr»

struck by ore of the writer's digrc*.
sions about "a sense of humor." Jhu
occurs in a chapter in which Mr. Ab-
bott discus*;:- the personal quality
of Roosevelt. The four qualities o*
Roosevelt with which Mr. Abbott was
most impressed were 1 is caution, his
courage, his sense of humor and hij
gentleness. This may seem a rather
surprising list, but Mr. Abbott ju-***;.
fies it, although it seems to us that
what he calls "caution" was reall»
farsightedness, which is not .actlythe same thing.
However, what we are now con¬

cerned with is the author's digression
about a sense of humor. * A sense of
humor," he writes, "is not merely an
agreeable and pleasing social virtu? of
an ephemeral and superficial kind; it
is a fundamental virtu«*. A man who
possesses a sense of humor can be
neither vain, nor conceited, nor a prig
nor a pedant. For if he falls ¡r.to anyof these errors, tvhich are so apt to
entrap men of great reputation who
receive much public adulation, his
sense of humor comes to the rescue
and punctures the bubble '.' self,
glorification."
Now, it seems to us that this is ask¬

ing a groat deal too much of anysenm
of humor. In fact, in our opinion
nothing is more provocativo of con¬
ceit than a sense of humor. II is the
one virtue about which people boa-t
without reservation. There are not
more than ten persons of our ac¬
quaintance who have not said at on?
time or another: "I simply don't know
how I could get along without my
sense of humor." Of course, not all o*
them uctually possess it, but proof is
difficult. Back a man into a corner
and put a gun to bis head, and he will
admit that he lacks wisdom, courage,
purity, honesty and agility, but yoa
will find it necessary to pull the trig*-
ger and wound him severely before h-
will confess that he has no sense of
humor. To accuse a man of being de¬
ficient in this respect is the «.¦. e adly
insult the w.irld over. In fact, thil
condition is so generally recognised
that the charge is universally
upon to divert the attention ef an;.
attacker who has a just ca ise for com¬
plaint. The man who ha*- dona some¬

thing abominable to another invaria¬
bly succeeds in putting hi*« adversary
on the defensive by remarking. "Oh.
but then you have no sons«. <«f humor."
or he m*iy use the variant, "Can't you
take a joke?"

Since a sense of humor is one of the
most prized possessions in the world
it Is inevitable that those who admit-
tedly own one shou'd be conceited.
They are conceited about their sense
of humor.

Likewise it is perfectly poss'ble 'n
be a pedant or a prig about a s
humor. Dr Johnson's forty-five-ccnti
metre sense of humor did not
him from being a pedant
to us that we have from tim< I m

read pieces in "The X. w It«
which proved that ,**.n obsess ««n

falible wisdom is by no means n bar
to a keen realization of the i :ul «at
in others.

It has been our experience that most
of the successful humor
world have been more core med with
motes than beams. If a 'inn concen¬
trates to any considerable :ten1 on

beams, we do not hail him i! poa
sessor of an acute sense of humor. No,
indeed. We say thai hi has an in¬
feriority complex and sen ! him see

old Doc Freud.

We are prone, as we ha es to

expect too much of a sense ol
There u~od to be a story in * "

and perhaps it is still there *

London 'bus driver who upon r;

another vehicle dangled a littl
of string in one. hand, wherei p
passing driver began to cui
prodigiously. The 'bus ma**, p
string back in bis pocket and.
a thumb back in the direction of the
passing driver, explained to a r Bsen-

gor, "That bloke's no end of lark.
'Is father was 'ung last week and Vi
got no sense of 'umor."

There are ever, times when a fois*

of humor seems not to be a virtue.
:'oni«« mont!:- ;.;:o wo w

libel by an actor who was angry be¬
cause we s:id he gave the wors* per¬
formance we had ever *.<¦( n. II Uw-
ycr went ¡.¡fter us severely in the
cross-examination, bringing out buch

points as that we had former!* criti¬
cised baseball games and prizefights,
but he held a graver charge for his
ciimax. .Stepping close r.rni vr :ir-

angry finger in our fac« -ad;
"You always write in a I im '*.* '*..

don't you?"
We remember that we del '- '

charge indignant'y.

However, in snito of t! is
gression, Lawrence Abbott'f book
seems to us one of the mo interest¬
ing of the recent output at
Roosevelt because of its definite per¬
sonal touch.

Wo want to recommend to ;" T '¦'¦'

era as trong'.y as pos; bl W. F. iiuo>
son's fascinât ing series o f

about animal life, which
by Doran under the b »mi

ding title of "The Hook of .. Natural*
ist." As a matt« i of fact, it is not **"¦

the least technical and only ''

tally instructive. Persoi«a I

stance, we expect to make no extensiv«
use of Hudson's suggestion that ¡t ».

easy to tame a snake by holding h .*"¦*¦

on your knee and stroking his b8«
with your fingers.

Business Sense
(Frew Ti.r Vhüadelpi ¡a '*¦

The man who slows down OH »&'
vertislng because business is l'Mi,**r
to get will liud busine-is hard to gp*
when the steady advertisers are rcuP*
ing the benefits oí wiso and prude***
fore-sight. , .


